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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-40 are presented for examination. 

2. Claims 41-47 are withdraw from consideration with traverse. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 5, 15, 25, and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, because the 
specification, while being enabling for transmitting the blocking signal, does not 
reasonably provide enablement for transmitting the blocking signal during at least oe 
reply message. The specification does not enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and user the invention 
commensurate in scope with these claims. 

5. Referring to claims 5, 15, 25 and 35, applicant recites the blocking signal is transmitted 
during at least one reply message. However, claims 1, 1 1, 21, and 3 1 disclosed the 
blocking signal is transmitted to a non-enhanced STA, and claims 4, 14, 24, and 34 
recites the reply message is transmitted to the MC STA. And MC STA is defined as a 
enhanced station in claims 1, 11,21, and 3 1 . Therefore it is not enabling for the blocking 
signal to be transmitted during at least one reply message because the blocking signal is 
transmitted to a non-enhanced STA not an enhanced MC STA. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wu, US 
Patent Number 6,922,407, hereinafter Wu. 

8. Referring to claim 1, Wu teaches a method for providing access to a communication 
medium, the communication medium being suitable for allowing use of a plurality of 
Home Phone Line Network Association (HPNA) v2 frames (see title, figure 12, and Col 
1 lines 19-36, Col 3 lines 6-15, Wu discloses transceivers in HPNA 2.0), the method 
comprising steps of: 

a. transmitting a plurality of messages between a first enhanced station (STA) 
(Figure 12, element 1202, any node that is transmitting frames to another node), 
and a second enhanced STA (element 1202, any node that is receiving frames) 
(Col 2 lines 53-57, figure 12, stations in HPN are designed for transceiving 
frames from other nodes in HPN), each enhanced STA being one of a Media 
Control Station (MC STA) and a non-MC STA (Wu does not specify his devices 
1202 are MC STA or non-MC STA, but Wu's devices is definitely one of MC 
STA and non-MC STA), each transmitted message being transmitted in an 
enhanced frame, each enhanced frame having timing (latency) to allow an Inter- 
Frame Gap (IFG) (Col 6 lines 58-62); and 
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b. transmitting blocking signal during at least one IFG between enhanced frames to 
mask the presence of the IFG to a STA (Col 1 lines 48-52, figure 3 A, spectral 
mask is viewed as a blocking signal ). 

Wu does not explicitly define his enhanced STA (HPNA compliant devices 1202) 
are either MC STA, or non-MC STA, or non-enhanced STA. However Wu's system is 
capable of having any compliant devices to be connected to his system, and having any 
combination of station to transmitting and receiving frames. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have a variety of different devices (MC STA, non-MC STA, 
and non-enhanced STA) to be connected to Wu's system because these devices are all 
compliant to Wu's system. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Wu because MC STA, non-MC STA and non-enhanced STA are all 
complaint devices which would provide different functions to make distinctions among 
devices. 

9. Referring to claim 2, Wu as modified teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
the first enhanced STA is the MC-STA and the second enhanced STA is a non-MC STA 
(figure 12, and it is obvious for Wu to have any combination of different devices to be 
connected to his home phoneline network as long as all devices are compliant to Wu's 
system. Col 2 lines 53-57.) 

10. Referring to claim 3, Wu t as modified eaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
the first and second enhanced STA are each a non-MC STA (figure 12, and it is obvious 
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for Wu to have any combination of different devices to be connected to his home 
phoneline network as long as all devices are compliant to Wu's system. Col 2 lines 53- 
57.) 

1 1 . Referring to claim 4, Wu teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
transmitting plurality of messages between the first enhanced STA and the second 
enhanced STA includes steps of: 

a. transmitting a first message from a first enhanced STA to a second enhanced STA 
(figure 1 Col 3 line 16- Col 5 line 39, transmitter transmits frame from one node 
to the receiver of another node) ; and 

b. transmitting at least one reply message from the second enhanced STA to the first 
enhanced STA (Col 6 lines 58-62, 63-Col 7 line 23.) 

Wu does not explicitly define his enhanced STA (HPNA compliant devices 1202) 
are either MC STA, or non-MC STA, or non-enhanced STA. However Wu's system is 
capable of having any compliant devices to be connected to his system, and having any 
combination of station to transmitting and receiving frames. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have a variety of different devices (MC STA, non-MC STA, 
and non-enhanced STA) to be connected to Wu's system because these devices are all 
compliant to Wu's system. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Wu because MC STA, non-MC STA and non-enhanced STA are all 
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complaint devices which would provide different functions to make distinctions among 
devices. 

12. Referring to claim 5, Wu as modified teaches the method according to claim 4, wherein 
the step of transmitting the blocking signal further transmits the blocking signal during at 
least one reply message (see rejection to the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12 section.) 

13. Referring to claim 6, Wu as modified teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
the blocking signal is transmitted by the MC STA (figure 12, Col 2 lines 53-58, Wu's 
system is capable of having any compliant devices to be connected to his system, and 
having any combination of station to transmitting and receiving frames.) 

14. Referring to claim 7, Wu as modified teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein 
the blocking signal is transmitted by a non-MC STA (figure 12, Col 2 lines 53-58, Wu's 
system is capable of having any compliant devices to be connected to his system, and 
having any combination of station to transmitting and receiving frames.) 

15. Referring to claim 8, Wu teaches a method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
transmitting the blocking signal includes a step of transmitting the blocking signal during 
at least one message (Col 6 lines 58-62.) 

16. Referring to claim 9, Wu as modified 

a. transmitting a first message from a first enhanced STA to a second enhanced STA 
(figure 1 Col 3 line 16- Col 5 line 39, transmitter transmits frame from one node 
to the receiver of another node) ; and 
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b. transmitting at least one second message from the second enhanced ST A to a third 
enhanced STA (Col 6 lines 58-62, 63-Col 7 line 23. Any device in Wu's system is 
capable of transmitting messages to other devices) 

Wu does not explicitly define his enhanced STA (HPNA compliant devices 1202) 
are either MC STA, or non-MC STA, or non-enhanced STA. However Wu's system is 
capable of having any compliant devices to be connected to his system, and having any 
combination of station to transmitting and receiving frames. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have a variety of different devices (MC STA, non-MC STA, 
and non-enhanced STA) to be connected to Wu's system because these devices are all 
compliant to Wu's system. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to Wu because MC STA, non-MC STA and non-enhanced STA are all 
complaint devices which would provide different functions to make distinctions among 
devices. 

17. Referring to claim 10, Wu teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the blocking 
signal is one of a sine wave signal and a cosine wave signal (figure 3 A, spectral mask 
wave 310). 

1 8. Referring to claims 1 1-40, claims 1 1-40 encompass the same scope of the invention as 
that of the claims 1-10. Therefore, claims 1 1-40 are rejected for the same reason as the 
claims 1-10. 
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Conclusion 

19. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of claims, 
the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art disclosed by 
the references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how the amendments 
avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR 1.11 1(c). 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

21 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

22. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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